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A SPORTING LIFE
Drafted by the Buffalo Bandits when only 18,  

Kyle Schmelzle is one of today’s young standouts



President’s View
While attending the nCaa annual ConferenCe in Washington, d.C.  
in mid-January, I spotted an interesting lapel button among the multitude of 
inaugural souvenirs. The button had two words, “Hope Wins!” Obviously, the 
designer was reflecting one of President Barack Obama’s campaign themes, but 
its simplicity and powerful message differentiated it from the more commercial 
offerings. 
 As I reached for the button I was thinking about how the Hilbert College 
community has responded to the loss of two very special women in the fall semester. 
Each left us too soon and their absence continues to be felt on a daily basis. Meghan 
Sorbera, who was tragically killed in a hit-and-run accident (see page 4), according 
to her family, had blossomed during her time at Hilbert. In her quiet, unassuming 
way, she attended classes, participated in student life activities, and developed deep 
friendships with her housemates. Professor Janet Facklam had joined the faculty in 
2004 teaching in the rehabilitation services program.  Her infectious spirit, courage 
and upbeat attitude as she battled cancer were life lessons that none of us will ever 
forget. 
 I am reminded of one of Winston Churchill’s inspiring quotes: “The pessimist 
sees difficulty in every opportunity. The optimist sees the opportunity in every 
difficulty.” This edition of Hilbert Connections describes several ways the Hilbert 
community is seizing opportunities related to the loss of our student and colleague. 
Janet Facklam had authored Hilbert’s Title III grant wherein a number of programs 
will be initiated to facilitate the success of at-risk students. The grant also has an 
endowment matching opportunity that will be used for student scholarships. Special 
friends of Hilbert who are willing to make a five-year commitment to initiate an 
endowed scholarship to support students in need will have their donation matched 
dollar for dollar by the grant funds. One of these scholarships has been designated  
as the Meghan Sorbera Scholarship to honor her memory. Hope wins.
 Hope wins too when you learn more about Kyle Schmelzle’s career as a 
professional lacrosse player, and view photos of the Hilbert Alumni Awards and 
Reconnection Dinner, which had a record turnout. 
 My hope is that you will continue to stay connected to Hilbert during these 
challenging economic times. Remember, our career center services are available to 
Hilbert alumni and that your former faculty and staff are valuable resources if you 
are in a job search. We also deeply appreciate your ongoing support for the Hilbert 
Fund. All donations received are being devoted to support student scholarships.  
Truly a gift of hope!

Cynthia Zane, Ed.D. 
President
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Please join us for a special performance by the Buffalo Philharmonic orchestra on  

friday, March 13 in hilbert’s William e. swan auditorium. tickets are $20 and may be purchased through the  

BPo Box office at 885-5000 or online at www.bpo.org.
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College 
Mourns 
Loss of 
Young  

Student

When Hilbert College student  
 Meghan Sorbera, was killed 

in a hit-and-run accident Oct. 18 on 
South Park Avenue, the tragic,  
sudden loss left an indelible impact 
on Hilbert’s small, close-knit  
community. The pro-
foundly sad passing of 
such a kind, gentle and 
giving young woman  
was felt throughout the 
college. 

The fatal accident 
occurred when 19-year-
old Sorbera, a sophomore  
forensic science major, 
was walking home with 
friends after working  
at a haunted house  
at the Erie County  
Fairgrounds. Being 
involved in the local 
Halloween attraction  
was Meghan’s way of 

sharing her passion  
for the holiday and  
to bring joy to visitors 
at the popular annual  
event. 

In the days  
following the accident, 
Hilbert reached out to 
the college’s student  
population in the  
hope of preventing a 
similar tragedy from 
happening again — 
reflective vests, flash-
lights and clip-on 
blinking lights have  
been made readily  
available for students  
and information has 
been provided on  
pedestrian safety.  
In addition, the  
college has established 
a shuttle for resident-
students to travel in 
areas near campus.

Meghan’s family, including her 
parents Peter and Susan Sorbera,  
and more than 400 Hilbert students, 
faculty and staff, the local commu-
nity, Hamburg Chief of Detectives 
Capt. A. Daniel Shea, who retired in 
January from the department, and 

others from the Hamburg Police 
filled the college’s William E. Swan 
Auditorium for an on-campus  
memorial service. A flowering pear 
tree was planted near the campus 
pond as a lasting remembrance of 
Meghan.

In her hometown of Burlington  
Flats, N.Y., outside Cooperstown, 
Meghan graduated from Edmeston 
High School where she excelled in 
cross-country and track and field.  
She participated on Hilbert’s cross 
country team during her freshman 
year before taking a break this year 
due to some knee problems.

Four days following the  
accident, investigators found the 
driver responsible. In addition to 
Shea, a Hilbert adjunct instructor,  
alumni Todd Ehret ’98, Scott  
Kashino ’96 and David Olday ’90 
from the Hamburg PD were involved 
with the case.
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Members of the Hilbert women’s soccer team 
attend a memorial service for student Meghan 
Sorbera.

Megan Sorbera
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Around Hilbert

alum goes to 
Washington
hilbert College alumnus  

 Brendan Phillips ’08 had a 
firsthand 
look at the 
inauguration 
of President 
Barack 
Obama 
as he joined an estimated crowd 
of 1.8 million in Washington, D.C., 
who braved the cold weather to 
attend the Jan. 20 ceremony. 

Phillips, an auditor at the 
Smithsonian Institution—Office of 
the Inspector General, captured 

photos of the 
inauguration 
and other 
activities, 
including the 
two pictures 
shown here.

At Hilbert, faculty, staff 
and students filled Bogel Hall’s 
Palisano Lecture Room to watch 
a live telecast of the presidential 
swearing-in ceremony.

Consumer  
Advocate  

Ralph Nader 
Visits Hilbert

Making a difference 
Begins With You
The act of giving is a powerful way  

 to impact a student’s life. With 
the Hilbert Fund, you can make an 
impact by providing support that’s 
integral to keeping a Hilbert College 
education within reach for many of 
our students. 

This year your help is needed 
more than ever. Private financial aid 
for college students has become  
considerably scarcer and the  
availability of private  
loans is shrinking. 
Today many students 
forgo studying and 
enjoying a full college 
experience to instead 
work long hours to 
pay college tuition and 
expenses. 

Your support to the 
Hilbert Fund can help 
alleviate this financial 
burden and allow  
students to stay focused 
on their college studies, 

giving them more opportunity for 
academic success. Every gift made  
to the Hilbert Fund will directly  
support student scholarships and will 
help bridge the financial gap faced by 
many of our students, especially in 
these tough economic times. 

We appreciate all gifts of any  
size made to the Hilbert Fund. By 
making a gift, you are showing  
your belief in Hilbert and your  

commitment to  
our students. Your 
generosity does make 
difference. 

For your conve-
nience, a Hilbert Fund 
envelope to make a 
gift is enclosed in  
this issue of Hilbert  
Connections, or you 
may contact Mark 
Bindig, director of 
development at 716-
926-8791 or e-mail 
mbindig@hilbert.edu.

We need to improve civic motivation 
and teach civic skills. If regular 

citizens take action then things will 
change for the better in this country,”  
said Ralph Nader, consumer advocate 
and four-time presidential candidate, 
during a special visit to Hilbert  
College in November. 

Named by Time magazine as  
one of the 100 Most Influential 
Americans in the Twentieth Century  
for his decades of work as a consumer 
activist, Nader addressed the impor-
tance of civic engagement and  
environmental stewardship. He 
advised students in attendance to 
avoid “growing up corporate” and 
to instead become more informed, 
active citizens.

A question and answer period 
and book signing followed the  
presentation. While at Hilbert,  
Nader donated to the college a copy 
of his book The Good Fight: Declare 
Your Independence and Close the 
Democracy Gap, which is now  
available in McGrath Library.

Ralph Nader speaks with local 
media following his presentation at 
Hilbert College.
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Kyle Schmelzle has been hooked on lacrosse since the first time he tried the sport.  
Drafted to the pros when only 18, today the talented young standout is savoring  
every moment playing this high-intensity game before crowds of frenzied fans.

by Grace A. Lazzara
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It was quite an inauspicious start. Kyle Schmelzle  
 ’07 remembers as a freshman playing on the varsity  
 lacrosse team at Niagara-Wheatfield High School  
 in Sanborn, N.Y. That year, Buffalo’s professional 

lacrosse team, the Bandits, featured a story about him on 
the team’s Web site. The writer, Schmelzle recalls with a 
laugh, “said I was ‘the tall skinny kid who couldn’t catch 
or pass.’”

The irony of those words becomes clear once you 
learn that today Schmelzle is a professional lacrosse player 
for—you guessed it—the Buffalo Bandits. To say he loves 
what he does probably understates the case. A natural 
athlete, he keys in on the sport’s physical and emotional 
aspects, the fans and the total atmosphere at the Bandits’ 
home field, HSBC Arena. For Schmelzle, every night as a 
professional athlete is memorable.

Of necessity, love of the game is a major factor in 
Schmelzle’s enthusiasm and that of nearly every other 
pro lacrosse player. Unlike pros in, say, the NBA or NFL, 

National Lacrosse League (NLL) players do not make  
salaries in the stratosphere. Some players make enough  
to live on; most don’t. That means many NLL players  
have other jobs. In fact, Schmelzle, a graduate of Hilbert’s 
economic crime investigation program, recently took a 
position as a tax auditor for New York State.

Nonetheless, simply being able to say he’s paid to  
play the sport he’s devoted to seems to be enough for 
Schmelzle.

Fast and furious
Lacrosse is a combination of basketball, soccer and hockey.  
Five “runners” from each team use a netted stick, the 
crosse, to throw, catch and scoop the ball. A goal is scored 
when a runner gets the solid rubber ball past the sixth 
player on the field, the goalie, and into the net. Runner 
is an operative term: lacrosse is exceptionally fast-paced, 
with a typical team score for a game in the double digits. 
The excitement comes during players’ repeated sprints  
up and down the field, quick starts and stops, precision 
passes and dodges.

Schmelzle plays primarily defense. All lacrosse  
players, including defensemen, have to be speedy,  
coordinated and agile. The Bandits’ defensive system  
is high-pressure; its goal, forcing opposition mistakes. 
During a game, Schmelzle is running, blocking, checking. 
“If you were to post a job description of my position on 
monster.com,” Schmelzle says, “it would read, ‘Someone 
who can think fast and react quickly.’”

Lacrosse’s sanctioning organization, U.S. Lacrosse, 
downplays the sport’s extremely physical nature. Any 
spectator can tell you, though, that the game is rough. 
Says Schmelzle, “We’re allowed to cross-check in our 
league, and we don’t wear a lot of pads.” 

Most slashing doesn’t receive a penalty unless “it’s a 
blatant cheap shot.” U.S. Lacrosse asserts that “brawn” is 
not a prerequisite. Still, one would imagine that the 215 
pounds on Schmelzle’s 6-foot-1-inch frame tends to help 
against a hacking crosse.

Schmelzle was drafted by the Bandits in 2005 when he 
was only 18-years-old. He spent two years on the Bandits’ 
practice squad, then made it to the active roster in 2008 
and played in a number of games that season. His life as a 
Bandit starts each season with training camp in Grimsby,  
Ontario, that runs from November through December.  
Schmelzle and his teammates practice Saturday and 
Tuesday nights and Sunday mornings during those two 
months, working on stick skills, speed, footwork. On  
Mondays and Thursdays, players work out in the gym. 
Once the season starts in January, Schmelzle has team 
practice on Tuesday nights. Games take place on weekends. 
If the team is playing a game out of town, they fly into the 
host team’s city the day before the game. 

Among his teammates, Schmelzle, 23, is one of the 
youngest. The Bandits’ roster includes many players who 
are in their upper 20s and even includes a couple in their 
40s. Schmelzle characterizes his teammates with one 
word. “Awesome. I used to watch a lot of these guys play 
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8 and looked up to them. Now they’re my teammates,  
helping me out.”

During their down time, a player’s homework is  
to stay in shape. Schmelzle’s regimen is a total body 
workout, including exercises for agility, footwork, core 
strength and speed, several times a week.

The mental game
Interestingly, given  
his intensive physical 
preparation, Schmelzle 
tries to not think about 
each game beforehand. 
Every player has his own 
way of “getting in the 
zone,” he says. Some lose 
themselves in their head-
sets; others, in visualizing  
their play. “I found I do 
better if I joke around. It’s 
pretty nerve-wracking  
playing in front of all 
those people,” he adds. 

That’s not to say 
Schmelzle doesn’t indulge 
in the superstitious habits  
for which athletes are 
notorious. He drives a 
certain road, which must 
be brick, on the way to 
HSBC Arena. He wears 
the same socks and uses 
the same towel—washed, 
of course. “If I start with 
a pair of socks and have 
a bad game, I won’t use 
them again,” he admits. 
“And I know which towel 
is the ‘good’ one and 
which is the ‘bad’ one, 
even though they’re all 
the same color.”

Pep talks from coaches  
like you see in movies 
don’t have much to do with 
the pre-game protocol, 
says Schmelzle. “Once in a 
while we get that from coaches, but they usually don’t say 
much,” he says. “For the most part, they realize we know 
what we have to do to get focused.”

Schmelzle believes his vital attribute as a Bandit  
is his attitude. He feels he’s not the team’s most skilled 
player or its top defender, so he strives to be the hardest 
worker. “When I go to training camp, I try to do the most 
push ups or run farther or faster” than other players. “If 
I’m in the best shape, my chances [for playing time] are 
better.”

Young standout
All this lacrosse began for Schmelzle in eighth grade.  
He had quit playing baseball and was looking for a new 
springtime sport to add to an active athletic schedule  
that already included football and wrestling. He learned 
about lacrosse from his older brother who played. Then he 
discovered an indoor lacrosse league in Canada and wanted 
to sign up. The father of one of his friends was a coach  

in the league and an  
ex-Bandit. After talking  
with him, Schmelzle was 
hooked. He joined his high 
school’s junior varsity 
lacrosse team when he was 
in eighth grade, joined the 
varsity team as a frosh and 
was team captain from his 
sophomore to senior years.

While a student at 
Niagara County Commu-
nity College, Schmelzle 
played in Canada’s Junior 
A and B lacrosse leagues 
(akin to hockey’s junior 
leagues). He also continued  
to wrestle, was named  
an All American in the 
174-lb. weight class and 
placed second in a national 
tournament.

When he transferred  
to Hilbert, Schmelzle  
was already a Bandit, 
which pretty much  
precluded him from  
playing on the college’s 
Dirty Dogs Lacrosse Club. 
He did, however, meet and 
instantly bond with fellow 
lacrosse enthusiast James 
Sturm, Hilbert’s vice  
president for student life 
and lacrosse squad coach. 

Watching a Hilbert  
soccer game one day, 
Sturm noticed Schmelzle  
with his lacrosse stick, 

throwing a ball against the wall of the gym. His interest  
piqued, Sturm introduced himself. He learned that 
Schmelzle spent his time between classes practicing 
lacrosse basics and working out.

“That is a coach’s dream,” says Sturm. “We always 
tell little kids they should throw a ball against a wall 
every day to improve their skills. Most never do and they 
certainly don’t tend to continue that at higher levels.”

Over the next two years, Schmelzle and Sturm often 
practiced together. Sometimes Schmelzle ran drills with 
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a Bit of lacrosse history
Lacrosse is probably the oldest team sport in North  

 America and possibly the world. According to U.S. 
Lacrosse, the sport’s national governing body, lacrosse  
is considered America’s first sport. Invented by North  
American Indians, christened by the French and adapted 
and honed by the Canadians, lacrosse today is played by 
athletes and enthusiasts in many parts of the world.
 In recent years, the sport’s popularity has grown in  
this country, spurred by increasing media visibility and  
the growth of college, high school and youth programs.  
The NCAA Men’s Lacrosse Championship is the most 
attended NCAA Championship, outdrawing even the Final 
Four of men’s basketball. 
 Professional lacrosse in the U.S. started in 1987 with the 
Eagle Pro Box Lacrosse League. Eventually, this league 

changed its name to the National Lacrosse  
League, the Buffalo Bandits’ league, and grew  

to encompass clubs in 12 cities in the U.S.  
and Canada. In 2001 the Major League  

Lacrosse (MLL), an outdoor lacrosse  
league, was started and now has 10  

clubs in major metropolitan areas  
throughout the U.S.

Source: lacrosse.org, wikipedia.com 



9know your story and 
where you came from.”

Last year, the Bandits  
averaged 15,000 spectators  
per game, playing in front 
of several sell-out crowds. 
The atmosphere in the 
stands is akin to a large, 
rather raucous party. A  
typical scene, says Schmelzle,  
involves fans “dressed up 
pretty crazy.” People wear 
masks, capes, togas, flippers, 
shorts, goggles, you name it 
in team colors orange, black 
and purple. 

“When a player gets 
a penalty, the fans chant 

‘B-O-X. B-O-X.’ They throw beads and candy every time 
we score,” he says. 

This year’s season began with a bang on Jan. 3, with 
the Bandits taking a decisive win over the Philadelphia 
Wings in front of a sell-out crowd.

Schmelzle would love to keep playing in front of  
Buffalo crowds. “I hope I stay with the Bandits because 
this is my hometown.” 

Economic reality for most pro lacrosse players means 
that Schmelzle continuing to play at the professional  
level at all is by no means a given. “If I can do it with my 
job, and I can run, I’d like to play,” Schmelzle says. “If it 
came to lacrosse versus my job, however, even with what 
lacrosse means to me, I’d have to pick my job. We’re not 
football or baseball players. I’m playing for love of the 
game.” For now, that love, happily, is enough.

Grace Lazzara is a freelance writer and public relations 
consultant residing in Buffalo, N.Y.

the Hilbert squad. The willingness 
to work on the fundamentals of his 
play, according to Sturm, “is what 
makes Schmelzle exceptional. Even 
at his level he was still putting 
in the time and effort. He never 
thought he was too good for that. 
He is very humble and unassuming 
even though he is a professional  
athlete.”

Perhaps unsurprisingly,  
Sturm heads up the unofficial Kyle 
Schmelzle Fan Club at Hilbert.  
The college doesn’t often claim 
a professional athlete among its 
alumni, he adds, “so we have fun 
cheering him on.”

To show fan support, Sturm, 
who has Bandits season tickets, had Kyle’s Krew t-shirts 
created to wear to games. T-shirts are available by con-
tacting Sturm at 716-926-8935 or e-mail jsturm@hilbert.
edu.

Crowd goes wild
It was one of Schmelzle’s high-school coaches,  

Darris Kilgour, who presented Schmelzle the ultimate 
opportunity to achieve in the sport he loves. Now head 
coach for the Bandits, Kilgour was also a coach when 
Schmelzle played at the Canadian Junior B level. One 
night after what Schmelzle remembers as a particularly 
bad Junior B performance, Kilgour approached him to  
say he would likely draft Schmelzle for the Bandits. 

Recalls Schmelzle, “I said, ’Are you serious?’ I 
thought he was just boosting my confidence because  
I’d had a bad night.” In 2005, Kilgour drafted him.

Though Schmelzle spent four years in the Canadian 
Junior A and B leagues, his experience then was nothing 
like playing at the professional level. “I’d probably pull 
my hair out watching a Junior B game now,” he laughs. 
“The stick skills and speed aren’t there,” he says, adding 
that the professional level separates “the men from the 
boys.” 

Schmelzle recalls his excitement watching the play of 
his teammates during his first practice. “The guys were so 
good. It’s a lot smoother and prettier.”

So smooth and pretty, in fact, that the Bandits won 
the 2008 NLL Championship. After two previous seasons 
of coming within a hair’s breadth of the title, last season  
saw “total focus from the coaching staff all the way 
down,” Schmelzle reveals. He didn’t play in the champi-
onship game, but with characteristic enthusiasm says that 
“just being down there warming up in front of the fans 
was amazing.”

The Buffalo Bills and Sabres might get more print, 
but Schmelzle maintains that Buffalo is a great lacrosse 
town. He calls the Bandits’ fan base “phenomenal.  
You can’t imagine what’s it’s like to see everyone there. 
Sometimes we’ll meet fans after the games, and they 

Photos by Nancy J. Parisi
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Jim Sturm, Hilbert vice president for student 
life, sports a Kyle’s Krew t-shirt.
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12Making the Grade in Student Success
Armed with a $2 million grant, Hilbert is  
gearing up for a fundamental shift in the way  
the college’s students will be educated 
Editor’s Note: Janet Facklam, who was 
integral to Hilbert College’s efforts for 
the grant referenced here, sadly, passed 
away in the fall. In recognition of 
Janet’s role on behalf of the college, her 
comments are included in this story. 

F or many students, starting  
 college is a adjustment  
 academically, personally and 

socially. It takes skill to learn how  
to navigate college and be successful 
as a student. Recognizing these chal-
lenges, Hilbert College is developing 
a comprehensive program that will 
assist students with transitioning to 
college and, ultimately, provide them 
a solid foundation to achieve their 
educational and career goals.
 This major student-focused  
initiative is being made possible  
through a five-year $2 million Title 
III grant, the largest grant ever 
received by Hilbert, from the U.S. 
Department of Education aimed at 
at-risk and underprepared students 
and for a new program designed to 
enhance the college experience for all 
first-year Hilbert students.
 The Strengthening Institutions 
Program grant will be used to create  
a special learning community for  
at-risk and underprepared students to 
ease the transition from high school 
to college. In addition, Hilbert will 
develop a First Year Experience (FYE) 
program, an initiative intended to 
bolster student learning and success 
both in college and beyond.
 “This grant will enable us to 
enhance the quality of academic 
learning students experience at  
Hilbert by being more responsive to 
their needs,” says Hilbert President 

Cynthia Zane, Ed.D. “Historically,  
with Hilbert’s mission and role in 
higher education, the college has  
traditionally enrolled large numbers 
of underserved and first-generation 
college students. Through the First 
Year Experience program and other 
efforts funded by the grant, we will 
strategically maximize the opportu-
nities for student success.”
 Zane credits the leadership of 
Janet Facklam, assistant professor  
of rehabilitation services, for spear-
heading the Title III planning team.
 With the FYE program at the 
core of Hilbert’s efforts, the initiative 
is ultimately expected to boost  
retention and graduation rates at  
the college. 
 “First-year programming has 
many benefits,” explains Facklam. 
“Students who feel supported and 
engaged in college better manage  
the transition from high school to 
college, develop effective study skills 
and an enthusiasm for learning, and 
have more meaningful interaction 
with their professors and other  
students. These are all predictors  
of students experiencing increased 
success their first year, which, in 
turn, makes them more likely to 
 persist to their sophomore year  
and later degree completion.”
 Based on pre-enrollment assess-
ments, incoming Hilbert students 
identified as most underprepared for 
college will participate in a Summer 
Bridge program designed to prepare 
them for the rigors of college. 
 For all first-year Hilbert students,  
customized learning communities 
made up of small cohorts of students 
will be created as part of the FYE 

program, which will include a core 
Freshmen Seminar course taught by 
a professor who will also serve as 
their academic advisor during their 
first year of studies at Hilbert. 
 “This approach is designed to 
encourage a sense of community 
among students, allowing them to 
bond and feel more involved in their 
college experience. It also fosters 
stronger faculty-student connections 
to open up the opportunity for  
faculty to mentor students and to 
help ensure each student follows 
their individualized learning plan 
that will be set up when they enroll,” 
says Facklam.
 Integrated student services,  
including tutoring, advising and 
mentoring, will augment Hilbert’s 
supportive academic and student- 
centered environment. 
 Once the pilot year of the FYE 
program is completed, consideration 

For all first-year 

Hilbert students,  

customized learning 

communities made 

up of small cohorts 

of students will be 

created as part of 

the FYE program.
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will be given to linking two entry-
level courses from different disciplines  
to expand the breadth of the academic  
curriculum.
 Inside the classroom, many  
faculty will use different, more 
engaging instruction methods for 
entry-level courses taken by first-
year students. With this, faculty 
development and training will focus 
on teaching models and techniques 
blended with technology that are 
deemed most effective for the current 
generation of students.
 “Today’s students learn differ-
ently and our teaching styles need to 
reflect this change,” says Christopher  
Holoman, Ph.D., provost/vice pres-
ident for academic affairs, who will 

oversee the initiatives as they prog-
ress. “As the First Year Experience 
program evolves, there will be more 
emphasis on an active learning envi-
ronment in entry-level courses that 
will give students the opportunity to 
develop abilities, like problem-solving 
and ethical decision-making skills, 
that will have long-term academic 
and career benefits.”
 Overall, adds Holoman, “the 
First Year Experience program and 
related initiatives will be a funda-
mental shift in the way Hilbert is 
educating its students. We will give 
students tools that will help them 
succeed in all their classes and make 
the college experience a much more 
positive one.”

 Based on the number of first-
generation and low-income students, 
a high percentage of students who 
work while attending college and 
other factors, many Hilbert students 
could be considered at risk of academic  
failure.  
 “Hilbert is building an environ-
ment of prevention and intervention 
to surround students with individu-
alized services needed that sends the 
message you can succeed in college,” 
says Zane. “We’re making a commit-
ment in our students with the goal 
they will make the commitment to 
staying in college and finishing their 
education.”
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Janet Facklam, Professor and  
Leader in Rehabilitation Services, 
Dies at 53
J anet Facklam, a long-time advocate for  the  

 disabled and assistant professor of rehabilitation  
  services at Hilbert College, who was 
instrumental in designing the first undergraduate 
degree program in rehabilitation services offered 
at a Western New York college, died from cancer 
Nov. 15 at Niagara Hospice. She was 53.
 Known for her naturally positive and upbeat 
outlook, a memorial service in celebration of 
Facklam’s life was held in Hilbert’s William E. 
Swan Auditorium.
 “Janet was a kind, generous woman whose 
joyful spirit and grace was remarkable. She will be 
remembered with great affection by all who knew 
her and dearly missed,” said Hilbert President 
Cynthia Zane, Ed.D.
 A faculty member at Hilbert since 2004, Facklam, 
a credentialed rehabilitation counselor, played a key 
role in developing a new bachelor-level rehabilitation 
services major at Hilbert and implemented various 
training opportunities to help fulfill a local need for 
educated professionals in the field. 
 Christopher Holoman, Ph.D., provost/vice 
president for academic affairs, called Facklam a 
“valued colleague to her fellow faculty members 
and a trusted educator and mentor to her students. 
Hilbert will benefit from her many contributions for 
years to come. Janet’s positive approach to life and 
courageous battle with cancer was an inspiration 
to the Hilbert community.”
 Most recently at Hilbert, Facklam spearheaded 
a planning team that led the way to the college 
receiving a $2 million Title III grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education, the largest grant ever 
received by the Hamburg institution. 
 Colleague and friend Kathryn Eskew, Hilbert 
associate professor of human and rehabilitation 
services, said “Janet gave so much to so many 
and her optimism in the face of many challenges 
was extraordinary. A dedicated academic, she 
was totally focused on supporting students in their 
professional development.”
 In addition to teaching at Hilbert, Facklam 
consulted part-time and provided clinical services 
to traumatic brain injury clients at New Frontiers  
in TBI, Inc., where she previously was service 
coordinator.
 As a training consultant and fiscal manager for 

the Rehabilitation 
Continuing 
Education 
Program Region 
II at the University 
at Buffalo, 
she educated 
professionals 
throughout  
New York, New 
Jersey, Puerto 
Rico and the 
Virgin Islands 
and developed 
curriculum for 
several training 
programs still in 
use today. She 
also previously 
served as director 
of grants and 
resource development at Niagara County 
Community College.
 Her other consulting work included the New 
Jersey Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services and the Seneca Nation 121 Program.
 Facklam was a member of the National 
Rehabilitation Association and a former board 
member at Niagara Frontier Independent 
Living Center and the Erie-Niagara Area Health 
Education Center. 
 She received a master’s degree in 
rehabilitation counseling and a bachelor of arts 
in psychology from UB. A Tonawanda native, she 
was a Kenmore East High School graduate.
 An avid skier, Facklam was a member of the  
National Ski Patrol for more than 30 years and  
served in ski patrol at several Western New York 
resorts. She enjoyed other outdoor activities, 
including rollerblading, gardening and walking, 
and also loved reading and knitting.
 She is survived by her mother, Irene; a brother, 
Charles (Mary) Facklam; niece, Amanda Facklam; 
and many aunts, uncles and cousins.
 Donations in her memory may be made to the 
Janet Facklam Scholarship Fund, which has been 
established at Hilbert, or to Niagara Hospice 
House.
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“Janet gave so  
much to so many 
and her optimism  
in the face of many 
challenges was 
extraordinary. 
—Kathryn Eskew
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SiSTer JAcqueline BenBenek, 
director of campus ministry, attended 
the Catholic Campus Ministry 
Association’s national conference 
in Atlanta on “Jesus in a New 
Generation.” 

PhylliS Dewey, director of counseling,  
and Michele SoJDA, director of 
academic services, have been selected as 
Hilbert’s 2009 Franciscan pilgrims. They 
will participate in a 10-day pilgrimage 
in May to Assisi, Italy, the birthplace of 
St. Francis, and also visit Rome.

wenDy eDSon, chairperson/associate 
professor of legal studies, attended the 
American Association for Paralegal 
Education Conference in Dallas.

TheA hArringTon, Ph.D., chairperson 
of digital media and communication/
professor of English, has been appointed 
by the Middle States Commission on 
Higher Education to the reaccreditation 
team for Franklin and Marshall College. 

DeniSe hArriS, director of career 
development, will speak in July on 
“Mentoring Your Graduate Assistant: 
An Integrated Approach to the 
Supervisor-Supervisee Relationship” 
at the National Career Development 
Association Global Conference in St. 
Louis.

Modern and Postmodern Cutting Edge 
Films by AnThony hugheS, Ph.D., 
professor of English, has been published 
by Cambridge Scholars Publishing. To 
learn more about the book, go to CSP’s 
Web site at www.c-s-p.org.

AnDrew kolin, Ph.D., professor of 
political science, will present on the 
“Formation of the American Police 
State” at the Midwest Political Science 
Association National Conference in 
April, and is working on a book on the 
same subject.

MATThew SchAMAnn, director 
of campus safety, received a master’s 
degree in professional leadership from 
St. Bonaventure University.

FrAn VAughAn, vice president for 
institutional advancement, has been 
appointed to the board of the Hamburg 
Chamber of Commerce.

PAulA wiTherell, public relations 
director, has received a 2009 Accolade  
Award from the Council for Advancement  
and Support of Education District II. 
She was awarded an honorable mention 
in the Specific Media Relations Projects 
category.

hilBerT PreSiDenT cynThiA ZAne, 
Ed.D., has been appointed to a three-
year term on the Conference for Mercy 
Higher Education (CMHE) Board of 
Directors.

Faculty & Staff File

Every Gift    
 Matters

as hilBert College aluMni, You realiZe the ManY Benefits 
of a hilBert eduCation. You can celebrate this special connection 
to hilbert and make a difference in the life of current students by 
giving to the hilbert fund.

in this spirit, the hilbert alumni association Board has reached its 
goal of 100% participation in the hilbert fund. We believe our alumni 
are up for the challenge to join the board in giving to this vital effort. 

in light of today’s economy, your support is needed now more than 
ever. all gifts will go directly to student scholarships. Your gift, when 
combined with gifts from other alumni, will add up to provide much 
needed support for students.

no gift is too small. You can make your gift by using the hilbert  
fund envelope found in this hilbert Connections, or contact Mark 
Bindig, director of development, at 716-716-926-8791 or e-mail 
mbindig@hilbert.edu.

Thank you on behalf of the students who  
will benefit from your generosity.
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Soccer Players  
Rack Up Honors

Courtney Deville

Five Hilbert College  
 student-athletes on the 

women’s soccer team have 
been named to the Scholar  
East Honorable Mention 
Team by the National  
Soccer Coaches Association  
of America (NSCAA). 
Juniors Courtney DeVille 
‘10 , Maggie Fage ‘10 and 
Carrie Sisson ‘10 along 
with seniors Kelly Goodwin  
‘09 and Jennifer Wade ‘09 
were recognized for their 
solid work in the classroom  
and on the field. 

Wade’s selection to this 
year’s team marks the first 
time a Hilbert student- 
athlete has been recognized  
twice by the NCSAA in 
their career. Also named 
to the Honorable Mention 
Team in 2007, Wade scored 
three goals this season, the 
fourth most on the team. 
She’s studying criminal 
justice and has a 3.76 GPA. 

“Congratulations to 
Jennifer in becoming the  

first Hilbert women’s soccer  
player selected to the  
NCSAA Scholar Women 
College All-East Region 
team for two seasons,” said 
head coach Jamie Ruggiero. 
“Serving as our academic  
team captain, she’s been  
a terrific leader for our  
program.” 

Deville, who plays 
midfield for the Hawks, is 
a forensic science major at 
Hilbert and carrying a 3.71 
GPA. She scored two goals 
for Hilbert this past season. 

Fage is studying 
human services and has a 
3.86 GPA. She also plays 
midfield for Hilbert and 

was third on the team in 
scoring with four goals and 
one assist for 9 points. 

Sisson carries a 3.4 
GPA and is a criminal  
justice major. She helped to 
anchor the Hawk defense 
this past season. 

Goodwin is majoring 
in psychology and has a 3.3 
GPA. Having spent most of 
her career as a goalkeeper, 
she played some minutes  
in the field this year and 
scored her first career goal. 

In addition to the  
individual recognition, the 
women’s soccer program 
received its seventh  
consecutive Ethics and 
Sportsmanship Award 
from the NSCAA. The 
team was presented a  
Silver Award, the third  
silver for the program, for 
receiving only one yellow 
caution card during the 
entire season. 

The women’s  

soccer program  

received its seventh 

consecutive Ethics  

and Sportsmanship 

Award from the 

NSCAA. The team  

was presented a  

Silver Award, the  

third silver for the 

program, for receiving 

only one yellow  

caution card during  

the entire season.

Maggie Fage

Carrie Sisson

Kelly Goodwin

Jennifer Wade
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In the Sports Zone

Six Hawks Named to  
All-Sportsmanship 
Team by AMCC

The Allegheny Mountain Collegiate Conference  
 has named six Hilbert College student-athletes 

to the All-Sportsmanship Team for fall sports. 
Selected for displaying exemplary sportsmanship  

and respect for the game and their opponents  
are Matt Begeal ’10, men’s soccer; Courtney  
DeVille ’10, women’s soccer; Amanda Dudek ’11, 
women’s volleyball; Ian Frost ’09, men’s golf; Mark 
Smith ’09, men’s cross country;  and Amanda  
Trickey ’10, women’s cross country.

“These students embody all the qualities we want  
in our student-athletes. They are fine representaitives  
of the college both on and off the athletic field,” said  
Richard Walsh,  
Hilbert director 
of athletics. 

Hawks  
Basketball Camps

Hilbert College Hawks  
Basketball Camps 2009

Open to Players  
in Grades 3-12

Camps include three games daily, meals,  
reversible jersey and camp t-shirt, camp ball,  

and personal evaluation. 

Group and family discounts available.

2009 Hilbert Hawks Home Schedule2009 hilbert hawks home schedule
date sport opponent time
March 3 Men’s Volleyball Milwaukee School of Engineering 5 PM
March 21 Softball Mount Aloysius  1 PM
March 28 Baseball Penn State Altoona 1PM
March 30 Softball Elmira 3 PM
March 31 Baseball Fredonia State  2 PM
April 4 Softball La Roche  1 PM
April 8 Baseball Pitt-Bradford 1 PM
April 9 Baseball D’Youville  2 PM
April 11 Baseball Frostburg State 1 PM
April 14 Baseball Medaille  1 PM
April 18 Softball Univ. Pitt-Greensburg 1 PM
April 22 Softball Penn State Behrend 3 PM
April 25 Softball Franciscan University 1PM
April 26 Baseball Keuka  1PM
April 26 Softball Keuka  1 PM
April 28 Baseball Brockport  4 PM

Boys Camps
June 28–July 2

July 12–16

Girls Camps
July 5–9

July 19–23
For a brochure and additional information, contact:

Richard Walsh, 716-926-8800
rwalsh@hilbert.edu
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From the Alumni President

The Hilbert College Alumni 
Association had many 

successes in 2008 and we’re 
excited about what lies ahead 
this year. The dedicated alumni 
board is always working on ways 
to provide both professional 
and social programming for all 
alumni and to support Hilbert  
as it continues to grow.
 The board had the exciting opportunity to have dinner 
with Hilbert President Cynthia Zane, Ed.D., an occasion that 
gave us a chance to review the future of the alumni association, 
as well as learn about the direction of the college.
 We hosted a Lenten fish fry fund raiser in March with 
funds benefiting the continuation of alumni programming 
and offsetting some expenses for our annual events. We also 
cheered on one of our own, alumnus Kyle Schmelzle ’07 (see 
the cover story in this Hilbert Connections), who plays defense 
for the Buffalo Bandits.
  As we headed into spring, we hosted a Professional Success 
program, which assists students with the skills necessary 
to enter the workforce. The program gives members of the 
alumni association an opportunity to conduct workshops, 
provide networking advice, and share their work experiences 
with graduating students looking for employment. We were 
also involved in Hilbert’s Accepted Students Reception and 
volunteered at the Hilbert Scholarship Golf Tournament.
 In addition, we hosted an alumni reception and had an 
opportunity to see the Buffalo Laboratory Theatre perform in  
the college’s William E. Swan Auditorium the one-act play, 
“Brilliant Traces,” featuring Hilbert alumnus Taylor Doherty ‘94. 
 We attended Hilbert’s 2008 commencement ceremony, 
which was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate with our 
newest graduates and to welcome them into the Hilbert 
Alumni Association. As president of the association, it was a 
great honor to present the Kimberly Bruch Raczkowski Award 
to William Haas III and to welcome the graduating class to our 
distinguished association.
 Congratulations to Hilbert for successfully completing 
this past year its First 50 Campaign by raising more than 
$3.5 million and for meeting its first challenge grant from 
the Kresge Foundation. This was an important challenge for 
Hilbert to meet and a great accomplishment, which the college 
celebrated in July.
     Over the summer, we hosted our annual Friday Night Bash 
with the Buffalo Bisons at Dunn Tire Park. The committee was 
chaired by Jerry Wszalek ’73 and the event has become one of 
our most successful alumni gatherings. We had a record crowd 
of 209 participants in attendance and we are hoping for even 
more this year.
      In September, we had the honor of attending the 
groundbreaking ceremony for the construction of the new  
residence hall on Hilbert’s campus. This was another 
momentous celebration for the college.

      In the fall, we participated in the “Light the Night Walk” in 
memory of Kimberly Bruch Raczkowski, for whom our alumni 
award is named. Our team raised more than $300 for this 
worthwhile cause. 
 We also held Hilbert’s Alumni Awards and Reconnection 
Dinner in November, which was very well attended. This 
popular event is a wonderful way to reconnect and celebrate 
the achievements of Hilbert alumni, faculty, staff and friends. 
It also gives alumni an opportunity to “come home to Hilbert” 
and observe all the spectacular changes that have taken place 
on campus. Many members of the Class of 1977–84, 1989–90, 
1996, 2000–02, and 2004 were in attendance. 
      Recipients of the newly created alumni awards included: 
David Olday ’90; Patrick Heraty, professor of business 
administration; Brad Hafner, trustee emeritus; and (myself) 
Amy Bartz ’01. I would like to extend congratulations to my 
fellow honorees for their hard work and dedication to the 
college; your actions don’t go unnoticed.
 Under my leadership, our fund-raising committee once 
again organized the Enjoy the City coupon books, which are 
greatly beneficial for the alumni association. 
 Our final effort this past year was to achieve 100 percent 
participation from the Hilbert Alumni Association Board 
to support the Hilbert Fund, an effort vital to the college’s 
success. I’m proud to inform you that we now have 100 percent 
participation from our board members and strongly encourage 
other alumni to join us in supporting the Hilbert Fund.
 There are many great fund-raising events coming up this 
year, including a murder mystery dinner theater, Lenten fish 
fry dinner, and spaghetti dinner.
  As my presidency comes to a close, I feel we have made 
significant strides in programming and advancement of the 
Hilbert Alumni Association. I’ve enjoyed working with a 
wonderful and dedicated group of alumni members. I look 
forward to a successful 2009 under new leadership and I’m 
eager to see how much more we can accomplish as a group.  
As always, I hope to see more alumni “come home to Hilbert.”

Amy M. Bartz
Alumni President
alumnipresident@hilbert.edu

Alumni Officers Named
New officers of the Hilbert College Alumni Association 
have been elected to a one-year term. They are 
Randy Ahmed ’86, president; Nichole Becker ’01, vice 
president; Annette Olday ’89, secretary; Amy Bartz ’01; 
and Dawn Ehrhardt ‘01, parliamentarian.
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News & Notes
to contact the hilbert office 
of alumni relations: call 
716-926-8888 or e-mail 
charris@hilbert.edu

’80s
BrooKe anderson-
toMPKins AAS ’86 was 
honored in Business First 
of Buffalo’s 2008 Who’s 
Who in Banking and 
Finance.

’90s
daWn Boudreau BS ‘99 
spoke with prospective  
Hilbert students and their 
families about her experi-
ence as a student at the  
college’s open house held  
in the fall. 

donald BriCKel AAS ’99 
is a tech support specialist 
at Wide Open West in  
Colorado. He also received 
military honors, including a 
certificate of appreciation 
for outstanding contributions 
during his tour with the U.S. 
Navy on the USS Theodore 
Roosevelt.

lYnn englund AAS ’90  
has penned a thriller-
romance and self-published 
the first of her six-book 
series called Miracle of Fate. 
For more information, visit 
www.lulu.com/content/2392670. 

CourtneY gorMan AAS 
’91 has been hired as a buyer 
for Philpac Corp. in Buffalo.

Kenneth huff AA ’90,  
a science teacher at Mill  
Middle School in the  
Williamsville School District, 
was featured in The Buffalo 
News for receiving a $10,000 
Toyota Tapestry Grant. Huff’s 
program is called Students 
Synthesizing Snow-data in 
Natural Objective Ways  
(SSSNOW).

sharon Moffat AAS ’96 
has been named area  
reimbursement manager  
for New York at Lincare, Inc.

’00s
ChristoPher Brunner 
BS ’08 is a defense insur-
ance investigator for HUB 
Enterprises in Lafayette, La., 
and is in charge of conducting 
investigations for New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, and Indiana. 

niCole ClarKe-haMilton  
BA 02, a caseworker for  
children in foster care, is 
working in the therapeutic 
foster care department at GA 
Family Services, a division of 
Lutheran Social Services, in 
Jamestown, N.Y. She’s also 
enrolled in graduate school 
at Medaille College.  

KeVin dash BS ’05 is an 
educational coordinator at 
Rural/Metro Medical Services  
in Buffalo.

John deVine BS ’03 was 
promoted from internal  
auditor to senior operations 
analyst at the Talking Phone 
Book in Buffalo.

Jenna dulaK BS ’08 was 
named Web manager at Hilbert  
and is pursuing a master’s 
degree in networking and 
systems administration at 
the Rochester Institute of 
Technology.

KellY giPP AAS BS ’07 is  
a staff accountant at the 
Community Foundation of 
Greater Buffalo.

Katie hageMan BS ’04 is 
a library media assistant at 
the Prince William County 
Schools in Woodbridge, Va. 
Katie also recently received 
a master’s degree in library 
and information science 
from Drexel University.

Jonathan MuCK BS ’03 is 
a criminal investigator for the 
New York State Department 
of Taxation and Finance in 
Buffalo.

Jesse reed BS ‘07 is an 
officer in the University at 
Buffalo Police Department.

aMY sage AAS ‘08 is  
working for U.S. Bankruptcy  
Trustee Thomas Gaffney in 
Buffalo.

MiChael sendor AAS ’04 
was honored in Business 
First of Buffalo’s Who’s  
Building in Western New  
York listing.

Weddings
staCeY WittKe BS ’04 to 
David Balcom

daWn BelleZZa AA ‘01 to 
Dan Ehrhadt 

Births
heather earl BS ’03  
welcomed a boy, Ian George 
Geoffrey.

lisa  
Morris 
Bernard 
BS ’03  
welcomed 

a girl, Amelia Melinda Bernard.

  

donald BriCKel AAS ’99 
welcomed a son, Donovan 
Joseph.

In Memoriam

JosePh lo galBo AA ’85 
Joseph Lo Galbo, who 
passed away Jan. 19, 2009, 
is pictured with Sister  
Edmunette Paczesny,  
president emerita, at  
Hilbert’s Alumni Awards  
and Reconnection Dinner  
held in November.

Traveled across the country? Published a book?  
Been promoted? Let us know what’s new with you 
(awards, marriage, births, promotions/job changes, 
change of address, advanced degrees, etc.). Just fill 
out this form and mail it with your photo, if available,  
to: Hilbert College, Office of Alumni Relations, 5200 
South Park Ave., Hamburg, NY 14075 or fax it to  
(716) 558-6381. You can also e-mail your latest news  
to charris@hilbert.edu.
Please print or type:

Name  _______________________________

Degree(s)  _____________________________

Class year(s)  ___________________________

Address  ______________________________

City  ________________________________

State  _________________ ZIP  ___________

Home phone (        ) ________________________

send us your news & photos!
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5200 South Park Avenue 
Hamburg, NY 14075

Return Service Requested

Parents: If newsletter is addressed to a grad-
uated son or daughter who no longer main-
tains a permanent address at your home, 
please clip the address label and return it 
with correct address to the address shown 
above.

Remember When

the ’60s
The Rev. Roy Crissy, a part-time  

 instructor at Hilbert College,  
teaches a theology class that includes 
some of the first lay men admitted to 
the college who joined a student body 
that up to then was comprised only  
of lay women and members of the  
Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph. Under 
founding president Sister Edwina Bogel, 
FSSJ, 1969 was a milestone year in other 
ways for the institution as it officially 
changed its name from Immaculata  
College to Hilbert College, and doors 
opened at the newly completed Bogel 
Hall and McGrath Library as part of  
the college’s original campus.

To share some of your favorite memories 
as a student during the ‘60s, contact the 
Office of Alumni Relations at 716-926-8888, 
or e-mail charris@hilbert.edu.


