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Library News 

New Art Exhibit on Display at McGrath! 

McGrath Library is currently hosting an art exhibit 
containing 16 different pieces completed by area 
artists. The artwork, consisting mostly of oil on 
canvas pieces, are of assorted landscape and still 
life subjects. 
 
The piece above is entitled, Bluffs View by Buffalo 
artist, Monica Angle. Born in Omaha, Nebraska, 
Monica attended Harvard College and pursued ad-
vanced courses in print and bookmaking at the 

Minneapolis College of Art and Design. She re-
ceived an MS in geography from Penn State 
University. 
 
Recently, she has had solo exhibitions in Buffa-
lo, NY, Charlottesville, VA, and Minneapolis, 
MN. Her work has been featured  in exhibitions 
at City Hall in Minneapolis, MN, the Massachu-
setts State House in Boston, and the University 
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of Virginia Art Museum in Charlottesville. Her 
work is part of several collections, both public and 
private, including the Burchfield Penney Art Cen-
ter in Buffalo. 
 
Also included in the exhibit is this beautiful piece 
(pictured right), entitled Two Orchids by Martha 
Marlette. Martha was educated at the Art Students 
League in New York City, as well as at Skidmore 
College, and The Cooper Union for the Advance-
ment of Science and Art, also in New York City. 
 
A life-long painter, she works in watercolor and oil 
on subjects ranging from still life to portraiture. 
She works closely with clients to create portraits of 
children and adults as well as homes, gardens, 
clubs, boats, institutional and corporate buildings. 
She owns a studio in Buffalo. 
 
The art is on display on the first floor of McGrath 
Library on the walls of the reference section, and 
behind the reference desk. All pieces are available 
for purchase. 
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Sochi Olympics—2014 
 

Check Out Our Newest Library Display! 

With the recent passing of the opening ceremo-
nies and the start of the 2014 Winter Olympic 
Games in Sochi, Russia, viewers witnessed a 
spectacle of Russian history wrapped into a 
“short” television segment. As with most Olym-
pic games, the host nation’s culture and heritage 
is reflected throughout the coverage of the 
events. 

The book, Hitler’s Olympics; The Story of the 
1936 Olympic Games by Anton Rippon, provides 
a detailed look into one of the most tumultuous 
periods in 20th century. Despite the rise of fas-
cism in Europe, the  world allowed for the Berlin 
Olympics to take place. Rippon provides over 
200 rare photographs of the games, and details 
how the Berlin Olympics affected athletes in the 
1930s. 
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Other artists include Dorothy Keller and Ruth McCar-

thy. Dorothy teaches and paints at the Tri-Main Cen-

ter in Buffalo and specializes in still life paintings. 

This outstanding piece (right), entitled Day is Done, 

was painted by Ruth McCarthy. 

Another excellent book, Chechnya: Life in a 
War-Torn Society by Valery Tishkov, is an out-
standing piece written about Russia’s attempt to 
violently quell the independence movement of 
Chechnya. Tishkov is a well respected author on 
Russian events and the inside views expressed in 
this book are especially important to the unbi-
ased coverage of Chechens. 

As subscribers to the New York Times and USA 
Today, you can keep up with Olympic news and 
track the medal counts for each nation. 

Chris Hulsman has put together an excellent dis-
play on both the history of the Olympics and the 
history of Russia. Stop over and check it out! 
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BOOK REVIEWSBOOK REVIEWSBOOK REVIEWS   

Child 44 by Tom Rob Smith 

Tom Rob Smith’s first 

novel, Child 44, is loose-

ly based upon the serial 

killing spree of Andrei 

Chikatilo, a Soviet citi-

zen who was convicted 

of murdering 53 people 

in the Rostov-on-Don 

region of the Ukrainian 

SSR from 1978 to 1990. 

However, the novel’s 

main focus is on the So-

viet system of the 1950’s. The killings and the 

hunt for the killer are only a backdrop highlight-

ing the paranoia, the fear, the denial, and treach-

ery pervasive in the USSR at that time. The pro-

tagonist, Leo Stepanovich Demidov, and MGB 

State Security Force agent, is frustrated in trying 

to convince his superiors that a serial killer is 

committing a series of child murders. “There is 

no such thing in the Soviet Union,” he is told 

over and again. His persistence leads to him fall-

ing under suspicion of being an agitator and an 

enemy of the people. Leo’s subsequent flight 

from Soviet agents as well as his chase for the 

killer is reminiscent of “The Fugitive” TV series 

of the sixties, but much more compelling. 

Smith’s characterization, attention to detail in 

his settings, and his pace and plot are outstand-

ing as witnessed by the numerous awards Child 

44 has won: the 2008 Ian Fleming Steel Dagger 

Award from the Crime Writers’ Association, the 

Director’s Review 

ILLiad Reminder! 

Just a reminder to students, McGrath Library has 
implemented ILLiad, a highly efficient electronic 
system that students can use to request interli-
brary loan materials. Our Technical Services Coor-
dinator, Liz Wandersee, has worked very hard over 
the last several months to work out all the bugs 
with the new system, which went live this past No-
vember.  
 
ILLiad allows the library staff to store your re-
quests in a searchable electronic database, elimi-
nating the need for paperwork and streamlining 
the process, enabling faster and more accurate re-
trieval of materials from other libraries. The soft-
ware also allows you to track the status of your in-
dividual requests through the ILLiad interface. 
This option will allow you to receive your electron-

ic materials faster via PDFs, and remove the 
need to call the ILL Department to check the 
status of your requests. 
 
Most importantly, don’t forget that ILL re-
quests can take several days to a week to 
process, so plan ahead! Please do not hesi-
tate to stop in and ask one of the librarians for 
assistance. 
 

ILL Department 

http://www.hilbert.edu/library/interlibrary-loan 

Liz Wandersee 

Technical Services Coordinator 

ewandersee@hilbert.edu 
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College Unbound by Jeffrey J. Selingo 

For students, faculty, and ad-

ministrative personnel en-

deavoring into academia, 

many questions surround the 

future of higher education in 

America. Key features of 

these questions are the rising 

cost of tuition, surging 

amount of student loans, and 

the quality of vocational and 

critical thinking skills attained at the country’s 

colleges and universities. 

Jeffrey J. Selingo, Editor for the Chronicle of 

Higher Education, explores the wide spectrum 

of concerns regarding post-secondary education 

in College (Un)bound: The future of Higher Ed-

ucation and What it Means for Students. Selin-

go compiles a wide variety of statistical analyses, 

testimonials, and projections concerning the 

present state of higher education. He criticizes 

the educational structure at universities infer-

ring that the present state of higher education 

shares more in common with corporate strategy 

rather than educational ideals. 

The book is divided into three parts. The first 

section deals with past practices that have led 

collegiate principles to be less than adequate for 

twenty-first century needs. The middle deals 

with external and internal pressures that will 

have an effect on the future of higher education. 

The third part deals with the future of colleges, 

universities, and online certificate programs. 

While Selingo discusses numerous shortcomings 

of the current system, his tone steers clear from 

creating a hopeless landscape for the future of 

higher education. However, his research does 

provide an injured, or “broken,” portrait of the 

current organization of post-secondary education 

to readers. An essential theme of the enrollment 

process is the trend towards treating students as 

customers. Selingo points out that colleges woo 

prospective students with physical luxuries rang-

ing from larger dorm rooms to wide varieties of 

recreational activities; most of which add little to 

the academic experience. He argues that many 

students are not faced with rigorous educational 

challenges. Universities seek students’ tuition dol-

lars through superfluous campus charm and re-

laxed academic standards. 

Whether or not the reader agrees with Selingo’s 

overview of college academics, the organization 

and relevance of his sources is commendable. If 

anything, the reader will close the book with ques-

tions concerning the future of education, especial-

ly if the reader is currently involved as a student 

or faculty member. 

 

 

Reviewed by Christopher Hulsman 

Christopher is a Night and Weekend Library Supervi-

sor at McGrath Library 

ITW 2009 Thriller Award for Best First Novel, 

The Strand Magazine 2008 Critics Award for 

Best First Novel, and was longlisted for the Man 

Booker Prize. 

Child 44 comes highly recommended but with a 

warning: You will need to set aside a block of 

time because once you start, you will not be able 

to put it down. 

 

Reviewed by Wil Prout 
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McGrath Library 
Hilbert College 
5200 South Park Avenue 
Hamburg, New York 14075 
(716) 926-8913 
www.hilbert.edu/academics/mcgrath-library 

Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8 a.m.-10 p.m. 

Friday 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

A picture’s worth a thousand 

words and the same can be 

said for our body language. 

Studies have shown that in a 

typical conversation, more 

than 65 percent of the com-

munication occurs non-

verbally. This means that 

w i t h o u t  t h e  p r o p e r 

knowledge of body language, 

we miss out on the majority 

of our daily interactions with people. 

As a shy person myself, certain situations tend 

to make me more uncomfortable than others, 

especially those that seem more high-pressure 

than others. Job interviews, business parties, 

and public speaking are all scenarios that can 

make us question our abilities to effectively 

communicate. What can be more stressful in 

those types of situations is wondering what the 

person across the table is thinking. Since those 

situations are focused around verbal communi-

cation on your part, the ability to read the non-

verbal language from others can tell you a great 

deal about how well your message is being re-

ceived. 

In their book, The Definitive Book of Body Lan-

guage, Allan and Barbara Pease highlight the 

gestures, movements, and positioning of our 

major body parts which are typically seen dur-

ing interaction. From the handshake, to eye 

movements, even down to seating arrange-

ments, this book breaks down everything you 

could ever want to know about reading body 

language. And not to worry, this stuff is far from 

malarkey; the authors use scientific studies and 

trends to back up their assertions.  

However, there’s more to this book than just 

reading. The book has a practical approach to 

interpreting body language. Using real exam-

ples, with photographs, the authors break down 

each movement, showing both good and bad 

body language models. The best part is, you can 

take what you read and apply it immediately in 

your daily work and school environments. Even 

better, the book is organized in a way which al-

lows you to flip directly to certain sections if you 

need to refresh on certain types of body lan-

guage. 

The book is far from a smooth read, but in its 

format, it presents itself as a reference guide to 

understanding human communication. For 

those who are looking to project themselves to 

front and center, you’ll find yourself struggling 

to put the book down. Have a co-worker whose 

handshake is like a vice? Don’t understand why 

the person you’re talking to is crossing their 

arms? Is your boss lying to you? Did you get 

your message across to your potential employ-

er? Pick up this book, you won’t be sorry. 

 

 

Reviewed by Matthew Ballard 

Matthew is a Night and Weekend Library Supervi-

sor at Hilbert College 

The Definitive Book of Body Language by Allan & Barbara Pease 

Compiled by Matthew Ballard 


